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NMC to allow non-biology students 
to appear for NEET-UG 2024 
The decision is also applicable retrospectively for candidates whose applications for grant of Eligibility Certificate' have becen rejected 
The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU 

he National Medi 
cal Commission 
(NMC) has decided 

to allow non-biology stu 
dents to take NEETUG, 
which is the gateway for 
undergraduate medical 
Courses like MBBS and 
BDS. 

According to a public 
notice issued by NMC on 
recently, candidates who 
have passed 10+2 or its 
equivalent with Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology/ Bio 
technology, and English 

will be eligible to appear in 
NEET-2024. Candidates 
who have completed their 
10+2 examinations with 
physics, chemistry, mathe 

matics computer 
science, and other subjects 
are also eligible to take 
NEETUG without studying 
Biology/Biotechnology 
subjects. 

According to the order, 
the erstwhile Medical 
Council of India (MCI), 
through the provisions of 
the regulations on Grad 

Medical Educa uate 

Experts have critic1sed the NMC's move stating that the new guidelines will affect the quality of medical 
education. FLE PHOTO 

tion-1997, including the va 
rious amendments, under 
chapter Il had regulated 
the admission and selec 
tion to MBBS course, in 
cluding the necessity for 
candidates having under 
gone two years of regular/ 
continuous/coterminous 
study of Physics, Chemis 
try, Biology/Biotechnology 
in class Il and 12 with prac 
tical, along with English. 

This 10+2 years study 
was required to be com 
pleted from regular 
schools and not from open 
schools or as private candi 
dates. Further, the study of 
Biology/Biotechnology or 
any other requisite subject 
could not be completed as 
an additional subject after 
passing class 12. 

"However, these rules 
were challenged in the Del 

hi High Court and were 
quashed on May 11, 2018. 
This order had a conse 
quential bearing on the 
candidates seeking admis 
sion in graduate/primary 
medical courses in foreign 
medical institutes due to 
the statutory regulations. 
Therefore, many candi 
dates had been debarred 
from NEETUG test as also 
their applications seeking 

eligibility certificate were 
rejected," it said. 

New regulations 
The NMC has framed the 
"Graduate Medical Educa 
tion Regulations-2023. 
"The NMC, in its meeting 
heid on June 6, 2023, after 
detailed deliberations 
while taking into consider 
ation the National Educa 
tion Policy (NEP-2020), 
which permits great extent 
of flexibility in the study of 
various subjects in class 12, 
decided that the previous 
approach of the erstwhile 
MCI needs to be revisited 
by permitting candidates 
to undertaken study of the 
requisite subjects (Physics, 
Chemistry. Biology/Bio 
technology along with En 
glish) even as additional 
subjects after passing class 
12 from duly recognised 
boards by the concerned 
government. Such candi 
dates shall be permitted to 
appear in NEETUG test 

and resultantly also be elig 
ible for grant of eligibility 
certificate" said the order. 

The NMC also said that 
the decision will be applic 

able retrospectively on 
candidates whose applica 
tions for grant of 'Eligibility 
Certificate' have been re 
jected on the grounds con 
templated in the present 
public notice. However, for 
the purpose of appearing 
in NEET-UG, candidates 
who become eligible after 
the date of the present pu 
blic notice shall be permit 
ted to appear in 

NEET-2024. However, ex 
perts have criticised the 
NMC's move stating that 
the new guidelines will af 
fect the quality of medical 
education. Speaking to The 
Hindu, Hanumantha Rao, 
the CE0 and Dean of a 
NEET Academy in Benga 
huru said, "Biology is the 
core subject for the medi 
cal courses. All the prim 
ary aspects of medical 
courses will be taught to 
the students at the 10+2 le 
vel. However, the NMC's 
new guidelines will afect 
the quality of medical edu 
cation and it will produce 
low-quality doctors. More 
over, it is very tough to 
crack the NEET-UG exam 

for non-biology students." 



International rounds of moot 
on at Ramaiah College of Law 

T Nhe inaugural ceremony 
of the International 
Rounds of 18th LA 

WASIA International Moot 
Competition, 2023, was 
organised by LAWASIA -The 
Law Association for Asia and 
the Pacific - in association with 
the Bar Association of India. 

The ceremony took place 
yesterday at Dwaraka Audi 
torium, Ramaiah Collee of 
Law, Bengaluru. Present at 

the ceremony were Dr MR 
Jayaram, Chairman, Gokula 
Education Foundation 
(GEF); Raphael Tay, Chair, 
LAWASIA Moot Standing 
Committee; Isomi Suzuki, 
Former President, LAWA 
SIA; West Nareth Hib, Repre-
sentative of LAWASIA Moot 
Judges; MR Anandaram, 
Director, Ramaiah College of 
Law; BS Ranaprasad, Chief 
Executive, GEF; G Ram 
achandra, Chief Finance Of 
ficer, GEF; Prof Umamahesh 
Sathyanarayan, Principal, 
Ramaiah College of Law. 

MR Jayaram emphasised 
on the significance of law 
and justice. He underlined 
the pivotal role that effective 
cornmunication skills play 
in the iegal profession, high 
lighting their importance for 
lawyers. 

Raphael Tay commended 
the Ramaiah Coilege of Law, 

LLOF LAW 

(Left to right) Raphael Tay and lsomi Suzuki being felicitated 
by Dr M RJayaram and MRAnandaram. 

Bengaluru, for hosting the 
event, acknowledging the 
significance of the 
occasion. He said the 
gathering provided 
a distinctive oppor 
tunity for mutual 
learning arnong 
participants. 

Isomi Suzuki 
focused on the significant 
role played by moot court 
competitions in fostering a 
platforn for the exchange of 
compelling arguments. Such 
exchanges serve as valuable 
opportunities for partici 
pants to engage in reasoned 
discourse, ultimately leading 
to the resolution of disputes. 

competition 

The four-day-long cormpe 
tition will feature various 

Seven qualifying teams, 
including participants from 
NLU Jodhpur, and Singapore 

Management University, Sin 
2apore, are set to Compete 
in the international rounds. 

sessions, culminating in 
the determination of 
the winning team on 
November 27. 

The moot 
problern is based on 

Artificial Intelligence 
and its interplay with 

technology. It aligns with the 
nuances of the host juris 
diction, ensuring a relevant 
connection between the legal 
issues addressed and the 
legal landscape and cuture 
of the host country. Since 
its inception in 2005, it has 
grown, currently spanning 
across 60 law schools from 
30 jurisdictions, including 
Singapore, Malaysia, Hong 
Kong, United Kingdom, 
China and Australia. 

DH 
Ramaiah 

College of 
Law 

Curated by DH Brandspot 







ISRO to conduct trusted workhorse 
PSLV's 60h flight by end of December 

Tiki Rajwi 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (1SRO), which 
is celebrating the 60h anni 
versary of the first sound 
ing rocket launch from 
Thumba this week, is pre 
paring for another 'big 60. 

The Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), of 
ten dubbed the "reliable 
workhorse" of the space 
agency given its sparkling 
success rate, is set to have 
its 60h flight soon. 

The ISRO is hoping to 
have the 60h PSLV launch 
by end of December this 
year, according to S. Unnik 
rishnan Nair, Director of 
the Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre (VSSC), the lead IS 
RO unit for launch vehicles 

at Thumba here. 

The 60th mission will employ a 
PSLV variant which uses two 

strap-on motors. FlLE PHOTO 

This mission will have as 
its payload XPoSAT, short 
for X-ray Polarimeter Satel 
lite. 

This, according to the 
space agency, is the coun 

try's "first dedicated pola 
rimetry mission to study 
various dynamics of bright 
astronomical X"ray sources 
in extreme conditions." 

The ISR0 will employ a 
PSLV variant which uses 
two strap-on motors for 
the 60th flight. 

30 years ago 
A four-stage expendable 
launch vehicle, the PSLV 
stands 44.4 metres tall and 
is powered by two solid 
propellant and two liquid 
propellant stages. The 
PSLV had its first develop 
mental flight - PSLV-DI - 30 
years ago on September 
20, 1993, but it was unsuc 
cessful. 

The commercial launch 
es began after two more 
developmental flights, 

cessful. The PSLV has been 
used to launch several 
high-profle ISRO missions, 
including the Chan 
drayaan-l moon mission, 
the Mangalyaan Mars Orbi 
ter mission, and the more 
recent Aditya-Li solar 
probe. 

The PSLV-C37 mission is 
credited with placing 104 
satellites in orbit. The 50th 
PSLV launch took place on 
December 11, 2019 with the 
PSLV-C48 mission. 

The PSLV-C57/Aditya-LI 
mission on September 2, 
2023 marked the 59th flight 
of the launch vehicle. 

If the ISRO had not 
avoided numbering a mis 
sion C13' (PSLV-C12 was 
followed by C14), the C57 
nission in September 

would have been the 60th 
flight of the launch vehicle. both of which were suC 



IISc's Foundation for Science 
Innovation and Development launches 
Centre of Data for Public Good 

The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU 

In an initiative touted at 

aiming to leverage data for 
social good, the Founda 
tion for Science Innovation 
and Development (FSID) within the Indian In 
stitute of Science (IISc) an 
nounced the launch of 
the Centre of Data for Pu 
blic Good (CDPG). 

The Centre is dedicated 
to advancing research, in 
novation, collaboration, 
and best practices in the 
realm of data science, ana 
Iytics, and policy to ad 
dress critical Societal 

According to a release, 
CDPG will serve as a hub 
for multidisciplinary re 
search, bringing together 
experts from academia, in 
dustry, and government to 
harness the power of data 
to beneft the public. 

With a focus on ethical 
data use, privacy, and res 
ponsible AI, the centre 
aims to develop solutions 
that positively impact 
areas such as smart cities, 
agriculture, logistics, geos 
patial, environmental sus 
tainability, and so on. 

"Emphasising collabo 
C 

Delegates at the launch of Centre of Data for Public Good. Speakers included Kris Gopalakrishnan, 
chairman, Axilor Ventures; co-founder, Infosys, and president, Infosys Science Foundation; J. 
Satyanarayana, Chief Advisor, C4IR India, World Economic Forum and others. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

ration and innovation, the 
centre is set to bring under 
its umbrella learnings from 
pioneering projects such 
as the India Urban Data Ex 
change (IUDX) and the A 
gricultural Data Exchange 
(ADeX). 

These projects, with 
their focus on urban and 
agricultural sectors, align 
seamlessly with the 
centre's mission. By incor 
porating these initiatives, 
the CDPG will leverage the 
expertise and resources of 
IUDX and ADeX, creating a 
collaborative environment 
that will accelerate the de 
velopment and implemen 
tation of data-centric solu 
tions. 

This amalgamation of ef 

forts reflects the Centre's 

commitment to harnessing 
the power of data in ad 
dressing real-world issues 
and advancing the field of 
data science for societal 
benefit," added the 
release. 

To mark the launch of 
the centre, IISc hosted 
the Symposium on Data for 
Public Good, a flagship 

event that brought togeth 
er thought leaders, re 
searchers, and practition 
ers in the field. 

Distinguished speakers at 
the event included Kris Go 
palakrishnan, Chairman, 
Axilor Ventures; Co-foun 
der, Infosys, and Presi 
dent, Infosys Science 

Foundation; J Satyanaraya 

na, Chief Advisor, C4IR In 
dia, World Economic Fo 
rum; Rajendra Kumar, 
Chief Postmaster General, 
Karnataka; Kunal Kumar, 
Joint Secretary and Mission 
Director, Smart Cities Mis 
sion, and Pramod Varma, 

In addition to panel dis 
cussions on urban data, da 
ta governance, and agricul 
tural and geospatial data, 
the event culminated with 
the announcement of a 
hackathon focused on a 
transportation demand 
prediction problem for 
specific bus routes in Surat 
and an air quality predic 
tion problem for certain 
road segments of Bengalu 
ru. 

challenges. 

CTO of Ekstep Foundation. 



Bluru police use AI-driven 
techniques to prevent crime 

Software-driven 
7,500 CCTVs to 
catch criminals 

CHETAN BC 
BENGALURU, DHNS 

he Bengaluru city police 
have introduced two 
advanced techniques 

- Preventive and Predictive 

Policing both powered by 
Artificial ntelligence (Al). 

The innovation aims to 
enhance crime prevention 
through timely alerts and 
warnings. 

Implemented as part of 
the Bengaluru Safe City Proj 
ect, the city will be under the 
watchful eye of 7,500 strate 
gically placed cameras provid 
ing real-time visuals. 

This 24/7 surveillance will 
be managed by a software, 
Command Control Commu-
nications and Computer 4 intelligence (C4i), connected 

How does the C4i work? 

Implemented 
as part of the 
Safe City Project 

4 
The command 
centre police 
intimates the 

Hoysala vehicle in 
the vicinity. 

The police behind the 
wheels attend to the 

situation. 

Traffic SUpport 
The system's algorithms also 
incorporate traffic-related data, 
including riding without helmets, 
congested spots, and hotspots of 
traffic violations. 

toacentral Command Control 
Centre, all equipped with AI, an official said. 

The camera 
instalied sends 
visuals to the 
command centre. 

ALERT 

Preventive Policing 
InPreventive Policing, the po-
lice database is integrated into 

The Al will read the 
face and beeps an alert 
message. 

Habitual 
offenders carry 
out suspicious 
activity/ roam 
around at odd 
hours. 

DH ILLUSTRATION: 
DEEPAK HARICHANDAN 

the software. When a history 
sheeterexhibitssuspicious be 
haviour oris seen at an unusu 

al hour, the cameras, utilising 
facial recognition, send signals 
to the server in the command 
centre. 

The system analyses the ac 
tivity, flags any suspicious be 
haviour, and notifies patrolling 
police, who are dispatched to 
the location promptly. 

Moreover, C4imaps various 
crimes based on data such as 
geographical location, timing, 
and nature of incidents. The 
software identifies vulnerable 

areas, prompting the depart 
ment to intensify policing in 
those locations. 

Predictive Policing 
The Predictive Policing aspect 
uses algorithms to anticipate 
potential crimes based on the 
data it analyses. 
This enables the deployment 
of Hoysalas to specific loca 
tions where a crime is likely 
to occur. 

Unlike Preventive Policing, 
this system relies on data re 
ceived through the helpline 
number calls, ensuring a 
proactive approach to law 
enforcement. 



Amid deepfakes, 
govt ups ante on 
IT rule breaches 

Toassistpublic infiling FIRsagainst social media cos 

T 
NEW DELHI, DHNS 

he Centre on Friday said it will assist 
citizens in filing FIRs against social 
media platforms for violating IT 

rules ifthey are aggrieved over objection 
able content like deepfakes. 

The Ministry of Electronics and Infor 
mation Technology (Meity) will develop 
a platform on which users can notify the 
violations by social media platforms, the 
government said. 

Union Minister of State for Electronics 
andITRajeev Chandrasekhar saidamech 
anism would be designed to aid victims in 
filing FIRs. 

Earlier in the day, the minister held a 
meeting with socialmedia firmsto discuss, 

among others, the deepfake problem, 
which has sent ripples of anxiety among 
the public and the government following 
the recent incident involving actor Rash 
mika Mandanna. 

This was a continuation of Thursday's 
meeting that was chaired by Union Min 
ister for IT Ashwini Vaishnaw. 

The FIRwill be registered against the in 
termediary and, if they disclose the details 
from where the contenthas originated, the 
entity that has posted the content will also 
be booked, Chandrasekhar said. 

The minister also said the platform 
that Meity will develop will be separate 
from the current Grievance Appellate 
Committee (GAC), which looks into us 
ers' complaints against social media plat-
forms and has powers to direct them to 
take necessary action as per the merit of 
the grievances. 

Further, Chandrasekhar said it will be 
acceptable for the governnment if social 
media platforms labelcontent as deepfake 
instead of taking it down and added that 
social media platforms have been given 
seven days'timeto align their terms of use as per the ITrules. 

Cracking down 
FIR to beregistered against the 

intermediary; if details of origin is 
disclosed., the entity that has posted 

the content will also be booked 
Meity to 

develop platform 
on which users 
can notify rule 
violations; 
this will be 
separate from 
the Grievance 
Appellate 
Committee 

Govt says it will be 
acceptable if platforms 
label content as deep 
fake instead of taking 
it down 

Social media firms 
given seven days' time 
to align their termsof 
Use as per the IT rules 

Fromtoday 
onwards, there is 
zero tolerance for 

violation of IT rules 

RAJEEV 
CHANDRASEKHAR 

Union Minister of State for 
Electronics and IT 

He also said that the ministry will ap 
pointan officer to deal with the implemen 
tation of Rule7 of the IrT Rules that were 
notified in October 2022. Section 7 deals 
with revoking the intermediary status of 
social media platforms and taking action 
against them as per IPC if they fail to ad 
here to the rules. 

The minister said social media plat 
forms agreed that the current law has a 
provision and the issue of deepfakes can 
be dealt with if they comply. 

On Thursday, Union Cabinet Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the government 
willcomeupwith a separate regulation for 
deepfakes with actionable items on four 
pillars-detection of deepfakes, prevent 
ingthe spread ofsuch content, strengthen 
ingreporting mechanisnms, and spreading 
awareness on the issue-within 10 days. 
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PRAPADASANA KNEES OPEN WIDE 
(TIP TOE POSE KNEES OPEN WIDE) 

It is a toe-balancing posture that places pressure on, and stimulates the calves and 
ankles. There are different variations of this asana, and those can be sequenced together 
to enhance the benefits of the posture. 
STEPS 

" Start by standing in ladasana 
(Mountain Pose) and taking a few 
breaths here. 

" Next, exhale and come into Malasana 
(Garland Pose). 

Now, bring your feet together and 
slowly lift your heels off the floor. 
Balance your body on your toes here by 
keeping vour back straight. 

" Try placing your knees wide apart, 
as per your convenience, without 
straining. 

Bring your palms together and keep 
them in Anjali Mudra (hands in prayer) 
in front of your chest by 
focusing in the front. 

Stay in the final pose by 
taking 3 to 6 long breaths 
or as per yoUr comfort. 

To release, bring your 
heels down, Come 
into the starting 
position of 
Tadasana, and 
then relax. 

BENEFITS 

" If practised regularly, it willimprove your 
concentration and sense of balance. 

Helps in strengthening the feet, anikles, 
calves, knees, and thighs. 
Stretches the hip flexors, hamstrings. and 
groins. 

" This asana helps to stimulate the Muladhara 
(Root Chakra). 
Improves youUr digestion and increases the 
blood flow in the pelvis. 
Helps lose extra fat from the thighs and belly. 

LIMITATIONS 
People who have injuries in 

their legs, hips, knees, anikles, or toes 
should avoid this. 

Those who have severe conditions related to 
Sciatica should avoid this. 

Senior citizens, pregnant women, and 
menstruating women should get 

advice from a yoga expert 
before practising this 

pose. 

By N Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at Meenakshi Academy of Higher Education &Research, Chennai 
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